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Jesaph Hoyt was g 2=
vear-old backpacker 'on the
Grecinm islnnds witen he frse
heard of the mounidinoys
poaks nnd swiliering deseris
of afehanistan. Frosh out of
college andarmead writh sav-
ifkgs frofn a year ag a medical
ordarly, he was & Eutope &
do what many: 20=somea=
things do: lose, or possibly
find, himsall b teasval

T didn't think it wyadd
become an an-and-off {lve
wiars of traipsbmgy the Middle
Hiagt and South- Asia. He
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baby-zat kids in Turkey, He
hitchhi¥ed across lran. Ha
rommed the ancient rulns of
Mohenjo-dnro in Pakistan, A
fow months in one couninyd
nnd waaks in the noxt, Hovi
— an amataur photographer
tobing a Wikon — snaked
east as fnr ps Singapors. But
nothing caught him like
Afphonistan

“1L was beautiful. It wras
untoached I was safe'" agys
Hoyt, 60, 'of South Miard 11
was really fun to walk
avpund and engage poopde. Tt
opend up o whols wrorid to
you™ 8

A Miami
photographer-
adventurer
remembers an
Afghanistan
from &
peaceful time
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THE SHOOTER: Joseph
Howtwith one of his
Images from
Lighanistan: Balow
left (5 Hovt's photo
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r Chiliikny Seller taken

ir Karcahar in 1973,
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Camers in hand, he mer
Uzbek shépherds by muod-
and-rock homes, turbaned
Fobul bizd-satlers, boaarded
sireatside blnckamiths, Hred
came] drivers and’ nomad
traders of the Khyber Pass.

Kept away in n storage
chest for decades, Hovt
recently beoupht 50 of those
black-and-white photos to
light for display nt the Sdin
Francisco Public Library.
Afphonistan 19701975
Trages from an Bra of Peace
shows that natlon prios to
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Photographer recalls time of peace in Afghanistan

ATGHAMELTAN, PROH 12

fhe poare thal itnsif i Lnda g beloee
il Soviul vesion, Bidore 1he Tali-
ban reghes gnd joog bodoae U5
mizsklos strack the covar of Taora
Basira.

Hoyt, who mopplemonied his
savings whiln living abeapd with
sabes droms Oriental rups ho brougbs
bachk bodhe Dlitited Siakee, i pald
amtiijwe colking fans (roE noatore
front an Mizmi'y Qoeal Way, Altor
coqning heane i 1975 anl kalés fies-
riving, Lho mews of tursnokl ko 1ia
husne away fros Wi cusmented
1he (4t thit De coillddn'T feruem. [
ek, hisgtory b whnl inspleesd Hopl
to i et Dila Al foy the publie

"Jrich the nvasion od the Hus
ihins Im 79, 1 was tedolly blown
away. And wiih tke aposieg of the
Takiban, we replized it coald gel
worse," he mys "lor many years |
wn despondent foowsich whab hap-
panad m thixcouniry heaauas they
wurn snch woaidarful peopde T had
bwesime frismds with.”

Hir mait juang Poye deeised in
wostern gark, crawded together
and gezaling wiile loprnkng io nead
verses ol the laram B1e pode bejow-
eled,  snmding-room-only buses
from the wity to the coanirysida,
erissprosuing the same pathe ae
Alexander (be Greal, Kushan Red:
dhizta, Mualem Arwhs afd BAesiich
colanialiite. e @ood inawe af the
L E00-year-cld Ramlyan Buddha
wtataes,  which  the “Talibam

destropdd In 300, He spoke sar- ©

wirval Diard and got by with body lan-
gmage, laaghs and smiles — and
mesy caps of warm chai.

“Kabtnl wix full of Gole hotels
thay were Mall af Amoriesn and
Buropesn Somrjais. We were all
efploreds nr vagabands or ReeloTd

[ gucss muony poople were secl
ing anoiber meenkog of life,” he
aByE It was & time of upheaval bn
the United Stales. 36 1 wasn't in
Afphnnkstaz. | might have been off
pebibng demibed ™

It ke some Righ-toch sgoip-
meal afid 4 pash frem his wife amd
frirmda 1o get out the pelBas Witk
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fEle tow fulied (of Cradiciomsl
developing, Hojl used & profes-
slenet negative seanner and igival
Imuge primters, plus 2 crash course
in Adwbe Motoshng, 11 was 20045,
lran aed Afghanistan dominaied the
nirws, and he wanted 1o show the
fergatiam place e knew, 15t foy
wead unsurd, Were the phalas gy
pand? Walld there b as mellaice:

"BomcLimaeE pou |ust got fo plve
penphe a iick" mys sated enviros-
mental  phviagrapher  Clyde
Batchier, best Mown for hig Ever-
plades photus. "IE's impariant fe
peanle fo g il Adglanisdan Wis
like befors all 1B e bheappariiod,”
Heayt mit Rutcheg daringy o pludog-
raphy M:kl‘:rt und Bupelrer labes
hielped hisn wioTk tha peo|eet's tech

wical azpecis, He also gave Howi
that much-peeded kbck.

"The phetes revealeil & =urk of
wyuryday Afghamistan throuph ibe
liwea af pungle of all ages sok
apalmal, in aogie caios, really smaz-
ing landacapos," sava Lisa Vealal
ciaralor of tha San  Prafnciscds
uxhibar, an dkplay alnce Oetekesr
andl pusning theough Jan, 18 “It

AFOHANISTAN 107 O=ka0rs:
MAGES FROM
AMERADFEIACE
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Whare: foobie & 180, ML Am
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really givon a (nee Loy Salion”

The nxhibid i Hivyt's 1kend alusw,
[ Fubrmassy 70HIF a hamdfied of fluse
Iy ware alurdh af Bogka & Todks
i Catal Giables wnd in March 2007
hi displaynd aoother batal ot the
‘Wit Dado Reglonal lbrarg tn
‘Wesschexar,

Nactofs Tilven. whn was boen in
Kabal and now lives in Coconut
Girowe, sawr the [ibeary exkibid with
hier mather, $he later helped Hopd
wrile aptings inr tha eakfnil's catp
|l (ki the Blnnks abguk com
s anefun e sanlEn'l poenll afey
iy decadid.

“The Arghanbatom 1ar fos 2l a
pectapial of b Tho Afphamisian 1
remember. 11 browght nostnlghe”
save Given, whe lefs fn 060 and i
novw an architect, "'The Adghandsian
thai exists teday do s foreign o e
wi i wonld bd ta anybady whe
helh'l wvas bran Ao the place”

Hoeyl balipvin the ohd ACghind-
slan bl exlas bhothe Jlves end
hovpes sl cveryday Adghans. Witk
tlrme. be says, penple may begufe
recogmize it Prafllss foom the pheio
cakalog on sale or Books and Books,
will po baward Cmedd Irnernaidanal
a menpraliE werking to bring hoss-
g, ectuenthee nied modlcal atien-
tinm 1o Alghus orplane

UPeiures really de have ap
mpact s pq:u{df," Hayr sags. =1
bupa that by wiewing ikis peopls
will think 'Wow, bese people ara
heat Ilka us '™




